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RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated g August 1859 \—for. 



“ RETURN of any Correspondence which took place during the Year 1858, 
between the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in Ireland, or any Members of that Church, and the 
Secretary of State for War, or any other Official Persons, regarding 
the Appointment of Ministers of that Church to the Office of Chaplain 
or Assistant Chaplain of Her Majesty’s Forces.” 



War Office, 1 
12 August 1859. J 



S. HERBERT. 



(Clergy P. — General No. 134.) 

„ Slr > , „ „ War Office, 12 June 1858. 

1 he Reverend Mr. Henderson, late minister of Holywood church, near 
Belfast, and the Reverend Mr. Wilson, having been recommended to the 
Secretary of State for War for appointments as military chaplains, I am 
directed by Secretary Major General Peel to request that you will be so good 
as to state what you know of the moral character of these gentlemen. 

I am also to request that you will inquire whether the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland can mention the names of any other 
gentlemen whom they may consider well qualified for the positions of Presby- 
terian chaplains to the troops. J 

_ I am, &c. 

Ihe Moderator of the General Assembly (signed) G. R. Gleiq. 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 



T b 5 , Belfast, 15 June 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the War 
Office, dated the 12th June (No. 134). 

I have lost no time in submitting that communication to a meeting of the 
Committee of the General Assembly’s Board of Missions specially convened 
this day at Belfast. 

In reply, I am instructed to forward for your consideration the enclosed copy 
of resolutions adopted by the Committee. 



To the Bight Honourable 
The Secretary of State for War. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Alex . P. Goudy, 

Moderator of the General Assembly. 



At r, c .r t> , „ Belfast, 15 June 1858. 

tei'hn GhnS^, m *5® B ° + f d ? f M J SS10 ” S ° f the General Assembly of the Irish Presby- 
fficarion frn h r he d T J th,S f the M °derator of the Assembly having read a commu- 
nication from General Peel, under date 12 th June, the following resolutions were adopted : 

t,lis , c ° m niittee, 'I the name of the Church, hereby espress their 
i u e to Major General 1 eel and Her Majesty’s Government, for acceding to the appli- 
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2 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 

cation of this Church, through their deputation, for Presbyterian Army Chaplaincies, and 
for equalising the rate of remuneration. 

2 Thev feel especially grateful for the declaration made to their deputation, that the 
Government are prepared, in making these appointments, to act on the nomination of the 
Church through the General Assembly. 

3 That the Committee, having learned that private applications have been made by 
Ministers of this Church for Chaplaincies, hereby express their disapproval of such unau- 
thorised proceedings, and beg to inform the Government that the General Assembly will 
meet on the 6th July, when the Assembly will send up to the Government the names of 
Ministers whom they consider fit and qualified for the appointments. 

4 That the Moderator, the Rev. Dr. Goudy, communicate these resolutions to the 
Secretary of State for War, and intimate to him that no specific answer can be given to 
his letter of the 12 th June (No. 134) till the meeting of the General Assembly, and 
further, that they appoint the Moderator to proceed to London, and with the other duties 
wait on the Government on the subject of these resolutions. 

Signed by order, 

Geo. Beilis, Secretary, 

Board of Missions. 



gij* Londonderry, 10 July 1858. 

In accordance with the direction of the General Assembly, I have the honour 
to transmit the within copy of the Resolutions of Assembly in the matter ot 
the appointment of military chaplains. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) John Johnston, a.m., 

The Right Honourable Moderator of Assembly, Tullylish, 

the Secretary of State for War, Banbridge, Ireland. 

War Office, 

&c. &c. &c. 



At Londonderry, the ninth day of July, One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight years, 
which day the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, in Ireland, being met and 
constituted : 

Inter alia, 

The Reverend Alexander P. Goudy, d.d., Ex-Moderator of Assembly and the other 
Members of the Deputation to Her Majesty’s Government on the subject of military chap- 
laincies, presented a Report of their proceedings 

Thereupon the Assembly came to the following Resolutions : — 

1 st “ That this Report be received and adopted ; that the thanks of this Assembly be 
and they hereby are given to the Reverend Dr. Goudy, Ex-Moderator, Reverend John 
Macnauohton, and Reverend John Rogers, the deputation to Government in this matter, 
f or the prudence and fidelity with which they have urged on the Government the necessity 
for providing adequately for the special interests of Presbyterians in the army ; and also 
for the care and caution with which, in these negotiations, they have guarded the rights 
and spiritual independence of this Church.” 

2 d. “ That this Assembly, in compliance with the expressed wish of the Government, 
that they would send forward the names of persons in their judgment well qualified to fill 
the office of military chaplains, do now recommend the Reverend Alexander Goudy, d.d., 
of Straham, and the Reverend John Rogers, of Comber.” 

3d “ That a copy of the Resolutions of Assembly recommending the Reverend Dr. 
Goudv and Reverend John Rogers for the office of military chaplains, signed by the 
Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, he transmitted forthwith to the Right Honourable the 
Secretary of State for War.” 

Certified from the Minutes of Proceedings of the General Assembly of the Preshy' 
terian Church in Ireland, bv , _ . 

John Johnston, a.m., 
Moderator. 

Robert Park, a.m., 

Clerk of Assembly. 
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(Clergy P. — General No. 169.) 

Sir } War Office, 6 August 1858. 

I am directed by Secretary Major General Peel to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of 10th ultimo, forwarding a copy of the resolutions passed at 
the meeting of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Ireland, 
on the 9th July last, in which the Reverend Alexander Goudy and the Reverend 
James Rogers are recommended as being well qualified for the posts of Assis- 
tant Chaplain to Her Majesty’s forces. 

In reply, I am desired to state that Major General Peel has reason to 
suppose that the whole of the resolutions passed at the meeting of the General 
Assembly, have not been communicated to him, and that the Assembly were 
not unanimous in their recommendation of these gentlemen. He regrets that 
he cannot accept their services. 

General Peel is, however, still desirous of selecting a certain number of 
chaplains from the Presbyterian Church of Ireland; but, feeling’ himself 
responsible for the appointments to an office of such importance, he cannot 
consistently with his public duty select any gentlemen for these posts who 
he has not reason to believe are generally acceptable to the Presbyterian in 
Ireland, without reference to party or political opinion. 

Should the General Assembly be enabled to submit the names of such persons 
to him, he will have much pleasure in giving his favourable consideration to 
their recommendation ; but, should they be unable to do so, he will be com- 
pelled to have recourse to such other means as may seem to him best for sup- 
plying the want of the service. 

I am, &e. 

The Rev. Jojin Johnston, a. m. (signed) Hardinge. 

Tullylish, Banbridge. 



Sir, Belfast, 3 September 1858. 

In accordance with the instruction of the Commission of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, we have the honour to 
transmit copies of the Minutes of Proceedings of the Commission on the sub- 
ject of military chaplaincies ; and of all the proceedings of the General Assembly 
in Derry, on the same subject. 

We have been directed also to state for the information of Government, 
that the only authorised record of the procedure and decisions of the Com- 
mission, is the Extract Minute subscribed by the moderator and clerk. 

We have the honour to transmit by the same post, a copy of the printed 
“ Minutes” of meeting for 1858, authenticated by the clerk, and beg to direct 
your attention specially to pages 659, 660. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) John Johnston , a.m., Moderator. 

Robert Park, a.m.. 

Clerk of Commission of General Assembly. 



At Belfast, the first day of September, One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight years, 
which day the Commission of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland being met and constituted (Session First). 

The Moderator of Assembly assigned the reasons which have induced him to call this 
Meeting of Commission. 

Moved and agreed to, “ That the conduct of the Moderator be approved.” 

The Moderator reported that in accordance with the direction of Assembly, he had for- 
warded to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for War, the resolution of Assembly 
recommending the Reverend Dr. Goudy and Reverend John Rogers, for the office of 
Military Chaplains, and that in reply he had received the following communication. 

[See copy in the War Office of date, War Office, Pall Mall, S.W. ; address, Rev. J. 
Johnston, a.m., Tullylish, Banbridge. — 5/8. Clergy P. — General No. 169.] 

(Session Second.) 

Moved and seconded, “ That our Moderator and Clerk be instructed to inform the Right 
Honourable the Secretary of State for War, that the resolution recommending the Reverend 
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Dr. Goudy and Reverend John Rogers, for the situation of Military Chaplains, was passed 
unanimously by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.” 

The roll having been called, the motion was carried; 74 voting “Pass,” 16 voting 
“ Not.” 

From this decision, the Rev. Dr. Cooke, Rev. D. Hamilton, Rev. S. Dunlop, Rev. R. 
Dunlop, Rev. John Montgomery, and Rev. J. B. Wilson, dissented, and obtained leave to 
assign reasons in due time. 

(Third Session.) 

Moved and agreed to, “ That though the Moderator and Clerk of Assembly in strict accord- 
ance with their instructions, forwarded to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for 
War all the resolutions directly affecting the recommendation of Dr. Goudy and Mr. Rogers, 
for the situation of Military Chaplains, yet as Major Genera! Peel states in his reply to our 
Moderator, that he has reason to suppose all the resolutions were not forwarded, as we have 
nothing to conceal, and as we desire Government to be in full possession of all the 
Assembly’s decisions on the subject, our Moderator and Clerk be now instructed to trans- 
mit to the War Office a copy of all the proceedings of the General Assembly on the 
chaplaincy question ; also a copy of the printed ‘ Minutes’ of Assembly for 1858, directing 
Major General Peel’s attention specially to pages 659 and 660.” 

Moved and seconded, “That the unanimous recommendation of Dr. Goudy and Mr. 
Rogers affords the strongest evidence the General Assembly can give that these gentlemen 
are generally acceptable to the Presbyterians of Ireland, and that whilst most anxious to 
meet the views of General Peel, we cannot in consistency do anything that would imply any 
admission that such is not the fact.” 

To this it was moved and seconded as an amendment: — 

“ That in reply to General Peel’s request embodied in his letters of 12th June and 6th 
August, the following names of Ministers of the Assembly be presented to General Peel, 
from whom he may select chaplains, viz., Rev. Henry Henderson, Holywood ; Rev. J. Brown 
Wilson, Belfast; Rev. Joshua W. Collins, Belfast ; Rev. Robert Dunlop, Newbliss ; Rev. 
Thomas Johnston, Moy; Rev. Samuel A. Hamilton, Ballymore; and Rev. H. R. Mecredy, 
Killead.” 

The roll was called, and the amendment lost; 25 voting “ Amend,” 96 voting “ Not.” 

The original motion was then put, the roll being called, the motion passed, 95 voting 
“ Pass,” 30 voting “ Not.” 

The Rev. D. Hamilton, Rev. Dr. Cooke, Rev. S. Dunlop, Rev. R. Dunlop, Rev. J. B. 
Wilson, Rev. T. M. Morrow, Rev. C. L. Morell, Rev. H. Henderson, Rev. J. Armstrong, 
Rev. L. D. Elliott, Rev. H. Hazlett, Rev. Jos. C. ' M‘Cullogh, Rev. J. Carson, and Mr. 
William Bell, elder, requested their dissent from this decision to be entered on the 
Minutes. 

The Rev. Dr. Goudy, having expressed his grateful sense of the kindness of the Assembly 
and of the Commission in the wi ole matter of the Military Chaplaincies, asked and obtained 
leave to withdraw his name from being a candidate for that office. 

It was then moved and seconded, “That the Rev. William McHinch, of Dundalk, be 
recommended to the Secretary of State for War, as a fit and suitable person for a Military 
Chaplaincy.” 

To this it was moved and seconded as an amendment, “ That the Rev. Henry Henderson, 
of Holywood, and the Rev. J. Brown Wilson, Belfast, be also recommended.” 

The roll was called, and the amendment lost; 28 voting “ Amend,” 69 voting “ Not.” 

It was then moved and seconded as a second amendment, “ That the Rev. William 
McHinch, Dundalk, Rev. Joshua W. Collins, Belfast, and Rev. Robert Dunlop, Newbliss, 
be recommended to the Secretary of State for War, as fit and suitable persons for Military 
Chaplains.” 

The roll was called, and this amendment was also lost; 25 voting “Amend,” 60 voting 
“Not.” 

The original motion was then put and passed. 

Against this decision Rev. Dr. Cooke, Rev. D. Hamilton, Rev. J. B. Wilson, Rev. S. 
Dunlop, Rev. R. Dunlop, Rev. L. D. Elliott, Rev. C. L. Morell, Rev. J. Meneely, Rev. H. 
Morrison, Rev. H. Henderson, Rev. Tbos. M. Morrow, Rev. Josh. C. McCuIlogh, Rev. 
Wm. Gordon, Rev. II. Hazlett, and Mr. Wm. Bell, elder, protested, and obtained leave to 
assign reasons in due time. 

Moved and agreed to, “ That the Revs, the Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, with the 
Rev. Dr. Wilson and Rev. Dr. Edgar, be a Committee to prepare a letter to Government; 
and that they be instructed to state, that the only authorised record of the procedure and 
decisions of this Commission, is the Extract Minute subscribed by the Moderator and 
Clerk.” 

Extracted from the Minutes of Commission of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Irelaud. 

John Johnston, a.m., Moderator. 

Robert Park, a.m., Clerk of Commission. 
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At Londonderry, the ninth day of July, One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight years, 
which day the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland being met and 
constituted (Session 12) : 

Inter alia, 

The Assembly, in interloquiter, resumed the consideration of the Report of the deputa- 
tion to Government, on the subject of Military Chaplaincies. 

It was moved and agreed to, '‘That this Report be received and adopted; that the 
thanks of this Assembly be given, and they are hereby given, to the Rev. Dr. Goudy, Ex- 
Moderator, Rev. John Macnaughten, and Rev. John Rogers, the deputation to Government 
in this matter, for the prudence and fidelity with which they have urged on the Government, 
the necessity for providing adequately for the spiritual interests of Presbyterians in the 
Army ; and also for the care and caution with which in these negotiations they have guarded 
the rights and spiritual independence of this Church.” 

It was also moved and agreed to, “That this Assembly, in compliance with the expressed 
wish of Government, that they would send forward the names of persons, in their judgment 
well qualified to fill the office of Military Chaplain, do now recommend the Rev. Alexander 
Goudy, d.d., of Straham, and the Rev. John Rogers, of Comber.” 

It was then moved and seconded, “That, in reference to the letter from the office of the 
Secretary of State for War, inquiring as to the character of the Rev. Henry Henderson, of 
Holywood, and the Rev. John Brown Wilson, of Belfast, the Assembly have merely to 
observe, that their status as ministers of this Church is a sufficient evidence of their moral 
and ministerial character.” 

On this motion the “ previous question ” was moved, seconded, and in a division carried. 

Against this decision the Rev. Dr. Cooke protested, in his own name, and for those who 
may join him, and obtained leave to assign reasons in due time. 

It was then moved and carried, “ That this Assembly, having recommended Dr. Goudy 
and Mr. Rogers, do not authorise the application of any other minister of our Church for 
these chaplaincies; and should any others, acting in defiance of this decision, apply for or 
obtain these situations, the Assembly will not sanction the appointment, or permit Presby- 
teries to loose them from their charges.” 

Acainst this decision, also, the Rev. Dr. Cooke' protested for himself and for those who 
may join him, and obtained leave to assign reasons in due time. 

Moved and agreed to, “ That a copy of the Resolution of Assembly, recommending the 
Rev. Dr. Goudy and the Rev. John Rogers for the office of military chaplains, signed by 
the Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, be transmitted forthwith to the Right Honourable 
the Secretary of State for War.” 

Moved and agreed to, “ That the General Assembly do now resolve to appoint a Com- 
mission of the whole House, to be convened by the Moderator, whenever any business shall 
require a meeting ; and that to this Commission be remitted in particular, the duty of 
recommending to the Government such ministers of this Church as may be required for the 
office of military chaplains.” 

Extracted from the Minutes of Proceedings of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in Ireland. 

John Johnston, a.m., Moderator. 

Robert Park, a.m., Clerk of Assembly. 



(Clergy P. — General No. 169.) 

Sir, War Office, 27 September 1858. 

I am directed by Secretary Major General Peel to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 3d instant, transmitting copies of the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of the Commission on the subject of Military Chaplaincies. 

In reply, I have to express to you Major General Peel’s regret that the 
course adopted by the General Assembly precludes him from availing himself; 
as he had hoped to do, of their co-operation and advice in the selection of 
Presbyterian chaplains for the army, and that he is compelled to take other 
steps for filling the vacant appointments. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Hardinge. 

The Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland. 
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